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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Television Veterans to be Honored at 31st Annual Emmy Awards
Gala set for Saturday Night at the America’s Center Ferrara Theatre in St. Louis

St. Louis, Mo. October 18, 2007 – The Mid-America Chapter of the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences (NATAS) announced this year’s inductees into the NATAS Gold and Silver Circles.  Every year NATAS inducts television professionals with 25 or more years of outstanding service in television into the prestigious Silver Circle.  The following are the 2007 Silver Circle inductees:

· Christine Buck, KPLR-TV St. Louis.  Her broadcasting career spans more than three decades.  Throughout the years Christine has held numerous positions at KPLR including weathercaster, news anchor, talk show host and reporter.  She holds four regional Emmy Awards for Outstanding Achievement as a Broadcaster.  Christine is also a strong advocate for quality of life issues affecting children and has worked tirelessly on behalf of children across the St. Louis area.

· Larry Moore, KMBC-TV Kansas City.  He has anchored the news for more years than anyone in Kansas City.  Larry has been honored by the Missouri Broadcasters Association, Kansas Broadcasters Association, Missouri Radio & Television News Association and the Kansas City Press Club.  He serves on numerous community boards and through his work with the Dream Factory, Larry helps make dreams come true for chronically and seriously-ill children in the Kansas City community.

· Cynthia Smith, WDAF & KCPT Kansas City.  Kansas City’s “Queen of the Anchors” was a news anchor until 2005.  She reported extensively on politics, international affairs and historical stories.  Cynthia is now the CEO of Sunflower House, a child abuse prevention center in Kansas City.  She is also the creator of Thursday’s Child adoption franchise and founded “The Love Fund for Children.”

In 2007, NATAS is also inducting three new members into the exclusive Gold Circle which recognizes television pioneers with 50 or more years of outstanding service.  The following are the 2007 Gold Circle inductees:

- more -
· Walt Bodine, KMBC-TV, WDAF-TV, WCUR-FM Kansas City.  A true Kansas City television pioneer, Walt began his broadcasting career in the 1940’s and served as WDAF-TV news director.  At 65, he went to work for KMBC-TV.  Today at 87, you can still hear Walt on the airwaves during his WCUR-FM show, “The Walt Bodine Show.”

· Bob Garger, KSDK-TV St. Louis.  Bob has held many titles over the years at KSDK including writer, producer, and archivist.  He covered numerous major stories including Gussie Busch’s purchase of the St. Louis Cardinals, the 1959 tornado that killed 21 people and the completion of the Gateway Arch.  While he officially retired in 1993, he can still be seen in the halls of KSDK.  The station still relies on his knowledge and expertise for archival footage.  

· Ray Hoffstetter, KSDK-TV St. Louis.  Ray started at KSD-TV (eventually KSDK-TV) in 1948, just a year after the station went into operation.  He started as a stagehand for locally produced shows like Charlotte Peters and Corky the Clown.  He later moved to the news department and worked as a soundman and cameraman.  Ray officially retired in 1992 but continues to work part-time in the KSDK archives, sorting, cataloguing and creating a comprehensive video library.

“It is an honor to have six inductees at this year’s Emmy gala, including three in the Gold Circle,” said NATAS Mid-America Chapter President and KETC Senior Producer Jim Kirchherr.  “These are some of the most talented broadcast professionals in the Midwest and they helped shape local television as we know it.”

The 2007 Mid-America Emmy awards will be held this Saturday, October 20, 2007, at 7:30 p.m. in the Ferrara Theater at the America’s Center.  Cocktails and dinner will be held from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. in the Grand Atrium at the America’s Center.  The black tie affair is open to the public.  Tickets are available online at www.emmymid-america.org or by calling (314) 647-EMMY (3669).
The Mid-America chapter was chartered in 1962 and began honoring outstanding achievement in this region with local Emmy Awards in 1976. The Mid-America chapter includes the television markets primarily in Missouri, Arkansas and Illinois and surrounding DMAs:  St. Louis, Kansas City, Little Rock, Springfield (MO), St. Joseph, Columbia-Jefferson City, Joplin-Pittsburg, Quincy-Hannibal-Keokuk, Ottumwa-Kirksville, Davenport-Rock Island-Moline, Paducah-Cape Girardeau-Harrisburg, Champaign-Springfield-Decatur, Fort Smith-Fayettville-Springdale-Rogers, Jonesboro, Monroe-Eldorado and Shreveport (LA). 
About NATAS Mid-America Chapter:
The National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences is dedicated to the advancement of the arts and sciences of television and the promotion of creative leadership for artistic, educational and technical achievements within the television industry. It recognizes excellence in television with the coveted Emmy Award.  For more information please visit www.emmymid-america.org .  
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