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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 30, 2008
Six Television Veterans to be Inducted into the Gold and Silver Circles at the 32nd Annual Emmy® Awards Presented by Lumière Place Casino & Hotels
Awards Gala set for October 4, 2008, in the Grand Ballroom at the Four Seasons St. Louis

St. Louis, Mo. June 30, 2008 – The Mid-America Chapter of the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences (NATAS) announced this year’s inductees into the NATAS Gold and Silver Circles.  Every year NATAS inducts television professionals with 25 or more years of outstanding service in television into the prestigious Silver Circle.  The exclusive Gold Circle recognizes television pioneers with 50 or more years of outstanding service.  
The following are the 2008 Silver Circle inductees:

· Larry Connors, KMOV-TV St. Louis.  Mr. Connors is Co-Anchor of News 4 St. Louis at 5 and 10 p.m. Since moving to St. Louis in 1975, he has won numerous awards and honors for his work both in the community and in local broadcasting. In addition, Mr. Connors serves as Honorary Chairperson of KMOV’s annual “Kids Caring 4 Kids” toy and food drive. 
· Michael Dorman, Charter Communications St. Louis.  Mr. Dorman has been serving the television industry for 46 years as a Chief Video/ Broadcast- Maintenance Engineer.  He is a talented engineer who is highly respected by his peers.  Mr. Dorman is a strong believer in supporting education and works closely with the Pattonville School District. He designed, built and engineered a fully functioning television studio at Pattonville High School.  

· Spencer Koch, KTVI St. Louis.  Mr. Koch has made significant contributions to St. Louis television since assuming leadership of KTVI in April 1995.  He turned KTVI into one of the most watched St. Louis stations for local news and the top rated Fox Station in the country.  Under his leadership, the station sponsors charitable events that raise millions of dollars.  Mr. Koch serves on many boards, including Heat Up St. Louis, which provides home heating and cooling assistance to low-income families.

· Mike Thompson, WDAF-TV Kansas City.  Mr. Thompson has more than 25 years of experience as a television meteorologist.  His on-air work and his involvement in the community have made him a great mentor, teacher, leader and innovator.  He is Chief Meteorologist at WDAF-TV.  Over the past 10 years, he developed “School Day at the K,” a weather program to educate the masses in a fun way concerning safety during times of severe weather.  

The following are the 2008 Gold Circle inductees:

· Dale Nicholson, KATV Little Rock.  Mr. Nicholson began his career in broadcasting in 1960 and has served as KATV’s President and General Manger since 1974.  When utilizing Nielson Media Research ratings, KATV’s Live at 5, News at 6, and Nightside newscasts have ranked among the top five ABC affiliates in equal facility markets since July 1997. Nicholson has been awarded the National Humanitarian Award from the National Conference for Community and Justice, a Lifetime Achievement Award from the American Advertising Federation, and the Pioneer Award from Arkansas Broadcasters Association.  

· B.J. Sams, KTHV Little Rock.  Mr. Sams has dedicated more than 55 years to news and broadcast.  He is the dean of broadcasters in Little Rock, a central figure in the highest-rated and most-watched morning newscast in the state, and a person of genuine character. When he joined the morning news team more than 10 years ago, it quickly became the No. 1 morning show in Little Rock where it remains today. His charity work is extensive and he is truly a man who puts service to others first. 

The 32nd Mid-America Emmy® Awards presented by Lumière Place Casino & Hotels will be held Saturday, October 4, 2008, at 6:30 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom of the Four Seasons Hotel St. Louis.  Cocktails will be served from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on the adjacent 6th floor terrace overlooking the Mississippi River, the Gateway Arch and downtown St. Louis.  Dinner and the awards ceremony will follow in the ballroom.

The black tie affair is open to the public.  Tickets are available online at www.emmymid-america.org or by calling (314) 647-EMMY (3669).

The Mid-America chapter was chartered in 1962 and began honoring outstanding achievement in this region with local Emmy Awards in 1976. The Mid-America chapter includes the television markets primarily in Missouri, Arkansas and Illinois and surrounding DMAs:  St. Louis, Kansas City, Little Rock, Springfield (MO), St. Joseph, Columbia-Jefferson City, Joplin-Pittsburg, Quincy-Hannibal-Keokuk, Ottumwa-Kirksville, Davenport-Rock Island-Moline, Paducah-Cape Girardeau-Harrisburg, Champaign-Springfield-Decatur, Fort Smith-Fayettville-Springdale-Rogers, Jonesboro, Monroe-Eldorado and Shreveport (LA). 
About NATAS Mid-America Chapter:

The National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences is dedicated to the advancement of the arts and sciences of television and the promotion of creative leadership for artistic, educational and technical achievements within the television industry. It recognizes excellence in television with the coveted Emmy Award.  For more information please visit www.emmymid-america.org .  
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