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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 27, 2009
Five Television Veterans Join the Prestigious Silver Circle at the 33rd Annual Emmy® Awards 

Awards Gala Hosted by NBC’s Mike Leonard set for October 3, 2009, at the Renaissance Grand Hotel in St. Louis

St. Louis, Mo. August 27, 2009 – The Mid-America Chapter of the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences (NATAS) announced this year’s inductees into the NATAS Silver Circle.  Every year NATAS inducts television professionals with 25 or more years of outstanding service in television into the prestigious Silver Circle.    

The following are the 2009 Silver Circle inductees:

· Tom O’Neal, KTVI-TV St. Louis.  Mr. O’Neal has more than 30 years of experience in television reporting and broadcasting in St. Louis.  He worked for KSDK-TV for 15 years before moving to KTVI where he is currently the 5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. news anchor.  Mr. O’Neal has also served on numerous charitable boards including the Leukemia society, where he previously served as president, and Baskets of Hope.

· Dan Henry Bowser, WDAF-TV Kansas City.  Mr. Bowser, known on the air as “Dan Henry,” has been broadcasting in the Kansas City area for over 30 years.  From 1959-1992, Mr. Bowser enamored listeners and viewers with his casual, often comedic, yet straight forward style.  Now retired, Mr. Bowser is still remembered as one of the most beloved and well known of all of Kansas City’s weathermen.  Mr. Bowser started his career in Kansas City as a morning disc jockey on WDAF-AM, but he eventually began to cross over to WDAF-TV as a show host and then a weekend weatherman.  He became the main weekday weatherman in 1977 and stayed there until he retired in 1992.  He was the first to bring local Doppler radar to the Kansas City market.    

· Randy Dixon, KATV-TV Little Rock.  Mr. Dixon has 30 years of experience in the news industry.  He started at KATV-TV as a news photographer in 1979 and eventually made his way up to his current position as News Director in 2001.  Mr. Dixon has won 18 regional Emmys from NATAS, and during his service KATV-TV has received 20 Regional Edward R. Murrow awards and four National Edward R. Murrow awards including Best Overall Excellence in news for the fifth consecutive year.  He raised more than $2.5 million total between his Neighbors in Need program and the Make-A-Wish Foundation.  

· Sharon Stevens, KSDK-TV St. Louis.  Mrs. Stevens has dedicated nearly three decades to journalism, reporting for stations such as WBBM radio in Chicago, NBC radio in New York and WGBH in Boston.  She has spent more than 26 years on TV in St. Louis working first at KTVI-TV and currently for KSDK-TV where she is the education reporter.  She has distinguished herself as an insightful and tireless reporter.  Mrs. Stevens is actively involved with the Greater St. Louis Association of Black Journalists and teaches an annual eight-week journalism workshop for area high school juniors and seniors.  She has served on the board for Girls, Inc., and the St. Louis Black Repertory Company, and is also a member of the National Association of Black Journalists, where she has previously served as the Regional Director.  
· Dr. Michael Murray, University of Missouri-St. Louis.  Dr. Murray has taught for 25 years at UMSL and is currently the Chair of Media Studies and University of Missouri’s Board of Curators’ Distinguished Professor.  Over the past 30 years, he has served in various capacities on the NATAS Board of Governors, including Scholarship Administrator and Emmy Judge.  Dr. Murray has started and led several broadcasting programs at Virginia Tech, University of Louisville, University of Nevada-Las Vegas and UMSL.  He was awarded the Missouri Governor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching by the late Mel Carnahan, and next month he will go to Las Vegas to receive the Broadcast Education Association’s Distinguished (DESA) Award. 

The 33rd Mid-America Emmy® Awards hosted by NBC’s Mike Leonard will be held Saturday, October 3, 2009, at 6:30 p.m. in the Majestic Ballroom of the St. Louis Renaissance Grand Hotel.  Cocktails will be served from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on the adjacent Majestic Foyer.

In addition to hosting the Emmy® Awards, Mike Leonard will be facilitating a workshop for journalists, students and the general public.  The session will be free for anyone who attends the Emmy’s and $35 for those without Emmy gala tickets.  Students receive a discount rate of $10 for the workshop.  The session will include finding unique story angles, beating the competition, avoiding cliché’s, choosing the best visuals and enhancing the story with innovative editing.

The black tie affair is open to the public.  Tickets are available online at www.emmymid-america.org or by calling (314) 647-EMMY (3669).

The Mid-America chapter was chartered in 1962 and began honoring outstanding achievement in this region with local Emmy Awards in 1976. The Mid-America chapter includes the television markets primarily in Missouri, Arkansas and Illinois and surrounding DMAs:  St. Louis, Kansas City, Little Rock, Springfield (MO), St. Joseph, Columbia-Jefferson City, Joplin-Pittsburg, Quincy-Hannibal-Keokuk, Ottumwa-Kirksville, Davenport-Rock Island-Moline, Paducah-Cape Girardeau-Harrisburg, Champaign-Springfield-Decatur, Fort Smith-Fayettville-Springdale-Rogers, Jonesboro, Monroe-Eldorado and Shreveport (LA). 
About NATAS Mid-America Chapter:

The National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences is dedicated to the advancement of the arts and sciences of television and the promotion of creative leadership for artistic, educational and technical achievements within the television industry. It recognizes excellence in television with the coveted Emmy Award.  For more information please visit www.emmymid-america.org .  
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