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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

August 23, 2010
Six Television Veterans to be Honored at the 34th Annual Emmy® Awards in St. Louis

Gala Hosted by “The Office” star Ellie Kemper set for October 9, 2010, at the Renaissance Grand Hotel 

St. Louis, Mo. August 23, 2010 – The Mid-America Chapter of the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences (NATAS) today announced this year’s inductees into the NATAS Gold and Silver Circles.  Every year NATAS inducts television professionals with 25 or more years of outstanding service in television into the prestigious Silver Circle.  The exclusive Gold Circle honors television pioneers with 50 years or more of outstanding service in the industry.
Jim King, WQAD-TV, Davenport/Moline is the 2010 Gold Circle Inductee. Mr. King served as anchor and news director at WQAD-TV for more than 36 years of his 50 year career. He was the station’s main anchor from the day the station first signed-on in 1963 until 1998. Mr. King, who passed away in 1999, is the father of KMBC anchor Kris Ketz. After his death, WQAD renamed the road outside their studio to “Jim King Road’ in his honor.

The following are the 2010 Silver Circle inductees:
· Wendall Anschutz, KCTV Kansas City spent 35 years on Kansas City television after getting his start at KCTV5 in 1966. He became one of the most respected members of the media in Kansas City history before retiring in 2001. Mr. Anschutz was part of one of the longest running on-air pairings in broadcast history with co-anchor Anne Peterson. They averaged 40 percent of the audience for their newscasts, more than twice that of today’s top-rated local newscasts. This past January, Mr. Anschutz passed away at the age of 71.

· Martin Duggan, KETC St. Louis spent more than six decades in the St. Louis media.  His career began at the St. Louis Globe-Democrat in the 1940’s. He moved on to run the editorial page and eventually became the paper’s news editor. After leaving the Globe, Mr. Duggan helped get his KETC show, Donnybrook, off the ground in 1987. He retired as the show’s host in 2009.

· Micheal Mahoney, KMBC Kansas City is a graduate of the University Of Missouri School Of Journalism. He began his career with KMBC in February of 1980 after working at WOI-TV, the ABC affiliate in Des Moines. Mr. Mahoney soon became legendary for his stories on the Hyatt Regency Skywalks collapse of 1981, for which he received the Mall Dodson National Headliners Award. Mr. Mahoney has won numerous other awards for reporting throughout his career, including a 1993 Emmy for spot new coverage of the 1993 flood.

· Mike McDonald, WDAF Kansas City served as WDAF’s news director, producer and vice president for 29 years. Prior to working at WDAF, Mr. McDonald was a news producer at WHAS-TV in Louisville, KY. He started with WDAF in 1973 and worked there until his retirement in 2002. Mr. McDonald is a graduate of the University of Missouri School Of Journalism.

· Suzi Schrappen, KPLR St. Louis has been with KPLR for 26 years, during which time she has played a key role in the success of the station. Recently she was instrumental in the merger between KPLR and KTVI.  Now as the VP of Creative Services for both stations, she oversees all marketing initiatives, including the overall image, look, promotion and public relations. Ms. Schrappen has developed a reputation for her relationships in the community and around the country, and in her free time she volunteers at local organizations such as the Backstoppers, St. Patrick Center and the American Red Cross.
The 34th Mid-America Emmy® Awards will be held Saturday, October 9, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. in the Majestic Ballroom of the St. Louis Renaissance Grand Hotel.  Cocktails will be served from 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on the adjacent Majestic Foyer.

The black tie affair is open to the public.  Tickets are available online at www.emmymid-america.org or by calling (314) 314-533-2993.
The Mid-America chapter was chartered in 1962 and began honoring outstanding achievement in this region with local Emmy Awards in 1976. The Mid-America chapter includes the television markets primarily in Missouri, Arkansas and Illinois and surrounding DMAs:  St. Louis, Kansas City, Little Rock, Springfield (MO), St. Joseph, Columbia-Jefferson City, Joplin-Pittsburg, Quincy-Hannibal-Keokuk, Ottumwa-Kirksville, Davenport-Rock Island-Moline, Paducah-Cape Girardeau-Harrisburg, Champaign-Springfield-Decatur, Fort Smith-Fayettville-Springdale-Rogers, Jonesboro, Monroe-Eldorado and Shreveport (LA). 
About NATAS Mid-America Chapter:

The National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences is dedicated to the advancement of the arts and sciences of television and the promotion of creative leadership for artistic, educational and technical achievements within the television industry. It recognizes excellence in television with the coveted Emmy Award.  For more information please visit www.emmymid-america.org .  
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