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August 15, 2011
Three Media Veterans to be Honored at the 35th Annual Mid-America Emmy® Awards in St. Louis
Gala hosted by “Yahoo! TV” star Nikki Boyer set for October 22, 2011, at the Renaissance Grand Hotel 

St. Louis, Mo. August 15, 2011 – The Mid-America Chapter of the National Academy of Television Arts & Sciences (NATAS) today announced this year’s inductees into the NATAS Gold and Silver Circles.  Every year NATAS inducts television professionals with 25 or more years of outstanding service in television into the prestigious Silver Circle.  The exclusive Gold Circle honors television pioneers with 50 years or more of outstanding service in the industry.

Rod Gelatt, University of Missouri-Columbia School of Journalism Mid-Missouri audiences grew up knowing Rod Gelatt’s velvet voice and trusted news broadcasts as an anchorman on KOMU-TV (Channel 8) and KBIA Radio in Columbia, MO. He began his distinguished career in Iowa when radio was “king.”  Gelatt shared in the debut of television news at WHO-AM in Des Moines when the station expanded to provide both radio and television newscasts in 1953.

In 1963 the University of Missouri lured him to teach, anchor the news and be news director at KOMU-TV, one of only two or three university-owned, commercially-licensed, network-affiliated television stations in the country. 
Rod Gelatt has won several awards for his more than 45 years of distinguished service with the Missouri School of Journalism. He was director of news or public affairs for 22 years; first for the School's NBC affiliate, KOMU-TV, and later for its public radio station, KBIA-FM. 

The following are the 2011 Silver Circle inductees:

Jack Harry, KSHB-TV, Kansas City, A legend in Kansas City, sportscaster Jack Harry has been covering sports in the area for over 40 years.  He has served as Sports Director at three television stations in Kansas City: WDAF-TV, KCTV-TV and KSHB-TV, his current employer.  He can also be heard on Sports Radio 810 as a commentator and host of the Kansas City Chiefs postgame show. Jack has been recognized for his decades of covering sports, being named the Joe McGuff Journalist of the Year and received the 2009 Diversity Advocate in Sports from the Olathe chapter of the NAACP.

Dave Shaul, WDWS-AM, Champaign, Illinois began his career at WCIA, Champaign IL, in 1962 where he served, for 37 years, as a news anchor, producer and news director of downstate Illinois’ largest broadcast news department. Still active in broadcasting, for the past eleven years Dave has been a news anchor with WDWS and WHMS radio stations. Dave is a 1963 graduate of the University of Illinois. He has been honored with the Associated Press Mark Twain Lifetime Achievement Award, was named to the Eastern Illinois University Hall of Fame and was designated a lifetime member of the Illinois News Broadcasters Association. A lifelong Illini fan, Dave won the UPI Best Television Sports Play-by-Play Award for his coverage of Illinois basketball in 1980.

· The 35th Mid-America Emmy® Awards will be held Saturday, October 22, 2011, at 6:30 p.m. in the Majestic Ballroom of the St. Louis Renaissance Grand Hotel.  Cocktails will be served from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on the adjacent Majestic Foyer.

The black tie affair is open to the public.  Tickets are available online at www.emmymid-america.org or by calling (314) 314-533-2993.

The Mid-America chapter was chartered in 1962 and began honoring outstanding achievement in this region with local Emmy Awards in 1976. The Mid-America chapter includes the television markets primarily in Missouri, Arkansas and Illinois and surrounding DMAs: St. Louis, Kansas City, Little Rock, Springfield (MO), St. Joseph, Columbia-Jefferson City, Joplin-Pittsburg, Quincy-Hannibal-Keokuk, Ottumwa-Kirksville, Davenport-Rock Island-Moline, Paducah-Cape Girardeau-Harrisburg, Champaign-Springfield-Decatur, Fort Smith-Fayettville-Springdale-Rogers, Jonesboro, Monroe-Eldorado and Shreveport (LA). 

About NATAS Mid-America Chapter:

The National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences is dedicated to the advancement of the arts and sciences of television and the promotion of creative leadership for artistic, educational and technical achievements within the television industry. It recognizes excellence in television with the coveted Emmy Award.  For more information please visit www.emmymid-america.org.  
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