
Mid-America HS Student Awards

 CATEGORIES with Category Number

1. Newscast

Entries may run no more than 30 minutes. For outstanding achievement in a regularly scheduled presentation of timely news, information and current events.  Entries may contain spot news, investigations and feature stories on any newsworthy subject.  Coverage of controversial issues is welcome.  

2. News Story 

Entries may run no more than 10 minutes.  For outstanding reporting achievement in a regularly scheduled presentation of timely news, information and current events.  In-studio set-up or anchor link work will not be considered as an asset unless it materially contributes to the editorial content of the individual report.  

News entries will be judged on the basis of editorial content and pictorial coverage which demonstrate awareness of broadcast journalistic standards, including accuracy and fairness.  Judges will particularly look for well-organized material paying close attention to clearly written narration and appropriate sound bites.  Preference will be given to pieces demonstrating reporting and field production. 

3. Arts & Entertainment, Cultural Affairs

Entries may run no more than 10 minutes, or a compilation of the work consisting of no more than 3 unedited pieces totaling 15 minutes in running time   For excellence in coverage that focuses on general entertainment, variety or visual and performing arts.  Subject matter can include (but is not limited to) popular trends, lifestyles, fashion, performing arts, music, fine arts, literature and historical retrospectives.  
Concept, content and execution will be important elements in judging the entries.  Judges will particularly look for well-organized material paying close attention to clearly written narration and appropriate sound bites.  
4. Human Interest Feature

Entries may run no more than 10 minutes.  For outstanding reporting achievement in a regularly scheduled presentation of timely news, information and current events.  In-studio set-up or anchor link work will not be considered as an asset unless it materially contributes to the editorial content of the individual report.  

Human Interest entries will be judged on the basis of editorial content and pictorial coverage which demonstrate awareness of broadcast journalistic standards, including accuracy and storytelling.  Judges will particularly look for well-organized material paying close attention to clearly written narration and appropriate sound bites.  Preference will be given to pieces demonstrating reporting and field production
5. Long Form (Fiction)
Entries may run no more than 10 minutes.  If the original presentation ran more than 10 minutes, entrants are permitted to submit two 5 minute unedited segments that best exemplify the total work.  For outstanding achievement in a long-form treatment of a single subject.  Documentaries should be entered in Non-Fiction, and dramatic or comedic films in Fiction.

Concept, content and execution will be important elements in judging the entries.  Judges will particularly look for well-organized material paying close attention to clearly written narration and  appropriate sound bites.

6. Long Form (Documentary)

Entries may run no more than 10 minutes.  If the original presentation ran more than 10 minutes, entrants are permitted to submit two 5 minute unedited segments that best exemplify the total work.  For outstanding achievement in a long-form treatment of a single subject.  Documentaries should be entered in Non-Fiction, and dramatic or comedic films in Fiction.

Concept, content and execution will be important elements in judging the entries.  Judges will particularly look for well-organized material paying close attention to clearly written narration and  appropriate sound bites.

7. Sports News
For outstanding achievement in a regularly scheduled or special presentation of sports events, sports news or information. Judges will particularly look for well-organized material, paying close attention to clearly written narration and  appropriate sound bites.

Entries may run no more than 10 minutes, or a compilation of the work in this category consisting of no more than 3 unedited pieces totaling 15 minutes in running time. 

8. Sports Feature
For outstanding achievement in a regularly scheduled or special presentation of sports events, sports news or information. Judges will particularly look for well-organized material, paying close attention to clearly written narration and  appropriate sound bites.

Entries may run no more than 10 minutes, or a compilation of the work in this category consisting of no more than 3 unedited pieces totaling 15 minutes in running time. 

9. Public Affairs/Community Service/Public Service (includes PSA’s)

Pieces may run no more than 10 minutes, or a compilation of the work in this category consisting of no more than 3 unedited pieces totaling 15 minutes in running time. For outstanding achievement in content with current social, civic, or other issue-oriented subject matter.  Advocacy of a point-of-view is encouraged.  
Concept, content and execution will be important elements in judging the entries.  Entries will be judged on the  basis of concept, content and execution which demonstrate awareness of broadcast journalistic standards,  including accuracy and fairness.

  Craft Achievement

Awards are given for excellence in specific television disciplines demonstrating the skills of one or more individuals.  Submit a single example of the craft or a composite of material as originally produced.  Entries may run no more than 10 minutes, or a compilation of several examples of the specific craft achievement within the eligibility period, not to exceed 15 minutes.  For outstanding achievement in the technical aspects of an entry.  
10. Animation/Graphics/Special Effects

11. Camera

12. Producing
13. Editing

14. Sound/Audio Mixing
15. Writing
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ENTRY PROCESS

Please read carefully. This is a three-step process. 1) Upload via schooltube. 2) Complete hard copy entry form and 3) submit with payment to the Mid-America office (contact info below)

Entries will be accepted online via schooltube.com. Be sure to include:
· Title of entry.
· Category number
· Category name.
· Running time.
Entry Forms: Fill out the entry form for each entry and submit via email, mail or fax.
Payment:  Each entry requires an accompanying processing fee of $25.00, payable by check, VISA or MasterCard or PAYPAL. This fee is non-refundable and payment must be received by April 1. Checks should be made out to “NATAS Mid-America”.. If paying by credit card include CREDIT CARD info on the entry form. 
Entry Deadline.  Entries, entry forms and checks/credit card payments must be received no later than 5 pm on April 2, 2012.
Send checks to:

NATAS Mid-America

3655 Olive Street

St. Louis, MO  63108

Pay via paypal: in the special instructions, be sure to include the names of the entries you are paying for via paypal.  <form action="https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr" method="post">

<input type="hidden" name="cmd" value="_s-xclick">

<input type="hidden" name="hosted_button_id" value="24VDYHRVEYG64">

<input type="image" src="https://www.paypalobjects.com/en_US/i/btn/btn_buynowCC_LG.gif" border="0" name="submit" alt="PayPal - The safer, easier way to pay online!">

<img alt="" border="0" src="https://www.paypalobjects.com/en_US/i/scr/pixel.gif" width="1" height="1">

</form>

Please direct questions to Maggie:  maggie@emmymid-america.org or 314-533-2993
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